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ISKCON Birmingham Safeguarding and Child Supervision Policy
Hare Krishna,

We are delighted to welcome you to our Birmingham 24 Hour Kirtan - a sacred space for
kirtan, community and spiritual upliftment.

To ensure a safe and spiritually focused environment for all, especially children, we
kindly ask everyone to follow the safeguarding policy below.

Why safeguarding matters

We take safeguarding of children very seriously. This is a large public event (1500 - 2000
attendees). In previous years, there have been instances of children becoming separated
from parents, including some leaving the main hall unattended.

While this event is organised by ISKCON Birmingham, it remains a public gathering and
parents/guardians retain full responsibility for their children at all times.

Definitions
e  Child: Anyone under the age of 18

Supervision requirements:
To ensure clarity and safety:
e Ages 0-9: The parent/guardian (18+) must not be out of sight at any time and
the child must not be left unattended.
e Ages 10-16: The parent/guardian must be on the premises at all times

Wristband requirement (mandatory):

All children must wear a wristband at all times, including:
e  Parent/guardian name
e UK contact phone number

This enables us to respond quickly if needed.

Parental responsibility:
The parent/guardian is fully responsible for:
e  The child’s safety and wellbeing
e  Behaviour and conduct
e  Knowing their child’s location at all times

Children must not be left unattended at any point during the event.

Unattended children:
If a child is found alone or appears unsupervised
e We will contact the parent using wristband details immediately.
e The child will be safely held at a designated point.
e Ifthis occurs repeatedly or raises concern
o Parents/guardians will be required to remain with their child at all times
o Inserious or repeated cases, families may be asked to leave the event
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This is to ensure the safety of all children and the wider community. Please report any
concerns immediately to a volunteer or welcome desk.

Behaviour in the Kirtan hall:
To preserve the sacred atmosphere:
e Children should remain calm, seated, or with their parents
¢ Running, shouting, or unsupervised movement is not permitted

If disruption occurs:
e A gentle reminder will be given
e Persistent issues may result in being asked to leave the hall or event

Restricted areas for children:

Children (under 18) must not be alone or play in the following areas:
Corridors

Stairways

Storage rooms or cupboards

Car park

Fire exits

Any undesignated or unsupervised areas

Children’s activity area:
We want to encourage our children and engage their energy in Bhakti. Therefore, we
will offer a Children’s (Krsna) Club:
e Set session times to be shared shortly for a min cost to cover all the materials
that we will purchase on the day.
¢ No photography
e (apacity limited to 20-25 children per session
e This is a facilitated activity, not a childcare service.
e  Parents must remain on-site and available at all times.
e No unsupervised group activities are permitted outside this structure.
¢ Parents must drop off and collect their child from the Children’s (Krsna) club
room.

Our shared responsibility:
We request all attendees to:
¢ Remain aware of children around them
¢ Inform volunteers if a child appears lost or distressed
e Support a respectful, safe, and spiritually focused environment

Conduct & discipline:
e No physical punishment is permitted on ISKCON property or at any ISKCON event
e Any concerns involving a child must be handled appropriately
e Any concerns please contact our Safeguarding Officers.
e Namamrita Devi Dasi - 07850 973883
e  Krishna Priya Devi Dasi - 07783 604406

Our intention is to create a safe, joyful and spiritually uplifting experience for all and by

working together, we can ensure:
e Children remain safe
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e Parents feel supported
e The kirtan atmosphere remains peaceful and absorbed

Thank you

Birmingham 24 Hour Kirtan team
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