The Siksha Ceremony

The Siksha Ceremony is very important in encouraging new devotees to make spiritual commitments and thus advance quickly in their spiritual lives.

One may be skeptical as to why acknowledgements and incentives are necessary for our spiritual progress when it should be voluntary and  unmotivated. In reality, we are social being and the encouragement from other devotees goes a long way in helping us surrender to Krishna. If the devotees are pleased, then Krishna must be pleased and so the new devotee finds it motivating to go up the siksha levels. There are normally no small steps or milestones of achievement for a devotee to look forward to before he takes initiation and the prospect of taking initiation may seem too far off from one’s immediate vision. He then becomes “goal less”, so to speak, for quite a long time. The siksha levels thus designed by the Congregational Development Ministry are excellent means to fill the new devotee’s path with exciting frontiers to reach and cross at every step. This ensures an almost uniform rate of spiritual growth among most of the devotees.

The modules have been designed with relevant topics that leads them to the next level of siksha. In spite of this there may be some who will be reluctant to commit themselves to the next level. Hence  siksha seminars are held at the end of each  module. They are very interesting, interactive and easy to conduct. While giving  them all the relevant knowledge on the importance of taking up the new commitments, it discusses on how the obstacles could be overcome. Since it is addressed to everyone, none will feel that they are being forced to accept the next level of siksha. It is also advantageous because through the seminar many of them could be spoken to all at once. They are also inspired by each other’s initiatives.

The application forms are distributed right after the siksha seminar and the names of the candidates are taken down. A special occasion or a festival creates a memorable ambience for the certificates to be distributed to the candidates. But it is better to regularly distribute them at the weekly Sunday programs of the temple. The important thing is to speedily distribute them, otherwise the purpose of helping them in their speedy and regulated advancement will be impeded.

As the names are called up, a brief report could be announced by the leader about the spiritual advancement, services and devotional achievements of the each of the devotees. As they receive the siksha certificate from the senior devotee and pay their obeisances, everyone can cheer them to the accompaniment of thumping mridangas, karatalas, etc. It is a big moment for the devotees who receive those certifications, of whatever levels that they have achieved, and they will certainly look forward to more of such moments .

By distributing certificates as and when somebody is ready to commit, one can give and have constant news of congregational preaching achievement during the Sunday programs. This will enable all the different groups to look forward to distributing more and more siksha certificates and in this way everybody will be charged with the mood of preaching and showing compassion. This will thus serve the bigger purpose of a rapid development in the expansion and growth of the yatra.

Please find the siksha application forms and a model of the siksha certificate for the different levels, in the following few pages.

