Vaishnava Etiquette

Aim:    To impress upon the audience the need to develop Vaishnava qualities and behaviour.

Objective: 

1) At the end of the lesson, the participants will agree to be more focused on developing these qualities.

2) They will share how they are going to implement these ideals into action.

Criteria:  They will give their points in the group discussions.

Condition:   Every member will be requested to participate.

Preparation: Make copies of the passage given at the end of the seminar on “Etiquette within relationships,” for distribution to the participants. 

Lesson Outline

	What
	Who
	Aids
	Duration

	Brain storm
	The whole class
	W / B   Board
	10 minutes

	Reading 
	Facilitator/anyone else who can read well
	The passage
	10 minutes

	Lecture 
	Facilitator
	Flip chart
	40 minutes

	Role Play
	Two volunteers
	---------------------
	10 minutes

	Group Discussion
	The whole class
	Pens & Papers for the groups
	15 minutes

	Reading out the groups’ reports
	Group leaders
	-------------------
	10 minutes

	Summing up
	Facilitator
	---------------------
	15 minutes

	Distribution of copies of the passage on “Etiquette within relationships” given at the end of this seminar after reading out excerpts from the passage.
	15 minutes


Lesson Plan:  

Brain Storm: Ask them the question: Who is a Vaishnava?  What are his qualities?

Add points that are not covered.

Reading: Read out the following passage that describes a great Vaishnava.

The test of a theory is in its implementation. While one can spend a lot of time analyzing the process of bhakti, faith readily comes when one sees the theory in action. Jayananda Prabhu is one such devotee who exemplified in an almost classical manner the process of bhakti from inception to completion. When he left his body on May1, 1977, Srila Prabhupada instructed that his disappearance day should be celebrated befitting a great Vaishnava. Observing the pastimes of such devotees greatly reaffirms one’s faith in the process of bhakti.

The background

*******************

Jim Kohr was the all-American boy. Handsome, strong, intelligent born in an upper middle-class family. A good student, he took a degree in mechanical engineering from Ohio State University. However, despite his outward trappings of success, he was often unhappy, empty and dissatisfied with the material conception of life. Jim did not fit into the upper class crowd, so it was not very surprising that he ended up driving cabs in San Francisco. Though an introspective person, he was not really religious. His depression was almost suicidal when in 1967 he happened to read a small article in the San Francisco paper about an Indian Swami who had come to the Bay area to propagate the chanting of the names of God. For some reason the article ignited a ray of hope within him. He resolved to attend the lecture of the Indian Swami.

In the Bhagavad-gita (7.16), Krishna says, ‘four kinds of pious men begin to render devotional service unto Me -- the distressed, the desirer of wealth, the inquisitive and he who is searching for knowledge of the Absolute.’ Jim was searching for answers for the material miseries and in such a mood took his first step towards his destiny.

The beginnings

******************

Jim was instantly attracted to the Indian Swami, who was none other than Srila Prabhupada, the founder acharya of ISKCON. He had been in the U.S.A for only a year and was in the process of establishing his mission of bringing Krishna Consciousness to the western world. Jim regularly began to attend the morning Bhagvatam lectures of Srila Prabhupada. On some occasions he would be the only guest listening to the morning lecture. Soon he became very attached to Srila Prabhupada and his teachings. Prabhupada lovingly reciprocated and would sometimes personally cook prasadam for Jim and serve him. Soon, thereafter, Srila Prabhupada accepted Jim as his disciple and initiated him with the spiritual name Jayananda.

In Cc Madhya 19.151 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu says “… out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bonafide spiritual master by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of both Krishna and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.” In this way Jayananda received the seed of devotion, out of the causeless mercy of Srila Prabhupada. From the instructions and teachings presented by Srila Prabhupada, he understood his special relationship with Krishna, with Guru, and that there is an authorized process to establish this relationship.

Attraction to Krishna consciousness

******************************************

Jayananda was completely enamored by Krishna Consciousness. He would rise every morning before four, do a little arati, chant his rounds of japa, read and cook prasad. Then he would go for his ‘incense run’ (selling incense sticks). He never deviated from this, he was completely happy as long as he was practicing Krishna Consciousness.

Jayananda worshipped prasadam. When a little prasadam spilled on the floor he would lick it up. He loved to cook, eat, offer and distribute prasadam in a big way. He even said ‘prasadam’ with so much love and devotion that it made one immediately want to take some.

Another example of his attachment to Krishna Consciousness was his love for the holy name. He was always seen chanting and dancing enthusiastically during kirtans. One day, after working hard for ten straight hours, when all the other devotees were looking forward to some rest, Jayananda enthusiastically bounced into the temple room for kirtan. His japa was very intense, very focussed, as he strove to personally associate with each and every syllable of the Mahamantra.

In Bhakti-Rasamrita Sindhu, Srila Rupa Goswami mentions that the process of sadhana bhakti begins with a little faith (sraddha). This faith then blossoms into a desire for devotee association (sadhu-sanga) and then into bhajan-kriya (devotional service).
Similarly, Jayananda, after receiving the association of Srila Prabhupada and other devotees at the temple began to execute devotional service as per the instructions he received from his spiritual master. As he executed his sadhana sincerely, he became purified of the material impediments to devotional service (anartha-nivrttih) and began to manifest the all-attractive qualities of a pure devotee.

Humility

**********

Humility was certainly Jayananda’s most prominent quality. He treated everyone as his superior, even new devotees. Although his service was glorious, he never wanted any glory. He avoided praise like the plague. Devotees understood that if they wanted to keep Jayananda’s association they would better not praise him. His humility was very natural and he always found something other than himself that was praiseworthy. Even though he was a senior devotee, older than most of the people around him and eminently qualified, he was happy to simply serve.

Once a new boy at the temple wanted to do some service and was asked to help with the trash. The weekly trash run was done by Jayananda, who cheerfully took the little help the boy gave. Later when the boy became a devotee, he remembered thinking, “If the garbage men at this temple can be so blissful, just imagine what the rest of the devotees are like!”

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, in the third verse of Siksastakam lays down the qualification for offenseless chanting: “One can chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking himself lower than the straw in the street. One should be more tolerant than the tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and ready to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly.” Jayananda exemplified this verse. He was so humble that just being in his association would make one feel ashamed of one’s pride. He was very special, yet no one paid any special attention to him. That was just the way he liked things.

Service attitude

*******************

Jayananda was an expert at everything: cooking, preaching, Deity worship, public relations, sankirtan, selling incense, construction and anything that enabled to spread Krishna Consciousness. He was a tireless worker, first to rise in the morning and last to sleep at night. He was always running out to get flowers, washing dishes, cleaning the kitchen or taking out the trash. Whatever service he was given, he would make sure that it was done; no matter how busy he was or how much personal hardship he had to endure for it. No matter how hard he was working, he would never stop for a nap during the day. He seemed inexhaustible.

Many times when Jayananda went to Berkley to distribute leftover prasadam, he would first organize a crew to clean the kitchen, working twice as hard as anybody else then he would transfer the prasadam, load it into the van, drive it to Berkley, organize the distribution there and have kirtan while all this was going on. Many years later, he readily accepted the position of the driver for the Radha Damodar travelling sankirtan party, working side by side with brahmacharis scarcely half his age. In spite of his advanced position and seniority he never asked for anything special and readily accepted menial position under new devotees.

In the Vishnu Purana, Sri Krishna informs Arjuna that ‘…one who claims to be My devotee is actually not My devotee. One who claims to be the devotee of my devotees is in actuality My devotee’. Jayananda completely manifested this quality. He was always striving to be the ‘dasanudasa’, the servant-of-the-servant. But there was no artificial humility in him. Material humility is relative, it is predicated on the qualifications of the recipients. Jayananda had spiritual humility; it was absolute, without any consideration of the status or qualities of the recipient. He served every one and expected no one to serve him.

Lecture:   Points to be covered:

Ideally, a Vaishnava should be transcendental with zero false ego. Always identifying himself as a humble servitor of the servant of the servants of Krishna.

Mind:  A complex mechanism - discuss different anomalies in its functioning: 

Example of a young and old lady picture used by psychologists to help convey how people are stuck on their own paradigms or ways of thinking. Thought the drawing contains both an old woman as well as that of  a young woman, it has been very cleverly concealed to make only one portrait apparent. So you will find different persons looking at only the old woman in the picture or at only the young woman in the picture. It is very rare to find someone who can see both the faces!  - This shows  that our mind misleads us in the actual perception of reality. Whatever the mind wants to perceive, that is what it will perceive. Examples of this in real life situations:

1) A mother or a wife will see the subject  only in the light of her relationship. Cannot see other aspects to a person for example, their spiritual accomplishments.

2) Sometimes we see people being exceptionally touchy about everything. In their perception, everyone is trying to put them down. This is due to the conditioning of the mind.

3) We make judgments about people based on their external facets, for example, on region, caste, gender, etc., and we are very biased in our opinions about them.

4) Many times we have some definite idea about ideal behavior based on our cultural and social values that we are used to. So we may not properly understand other’s good will and may even misunderstand them. For example, someone who is very expressive may misunderstand another who is very shy and uncommunicative, or vice versa, someone who is very reserved may doubt the sincerity of another who is very outgoing.

5) Parents sometimes feel that if the children are listening to devotees and becoming Krishna conscious, then they would no longer be loving or caring towards them.

How it creates problems? Based on the particular mode it is acting on, the mind can give us a totally wrong picture of reality. 

If we are in the mode of ignorance, then we get very worked up about devotees asking us to do so many services. We think that they are somehow exploiting us.

In the mode of passion, we may feel very competitive towards people. We may feel envious of others’ successes.

In the mode of goodness, we may fail to recognize somebody’s fault and correct them. We may be too liberal.    

What is the mind?  

The mind is like a screen obstructing our real view of things, i.e., to see everything connected to Krishna. It is like wearing different coloured spectacles to see things. We start to see the objects also as coloured. The mind acquires these characteristics based on our past karmas and the modes we have acquired.

What are its demands? 

The mind wants to be the controller and wants us to listen to all its suggestions. It does not want us to surrender to Krishna.

How to identify what the mind is demanding?

When you are agitated about something, you can be sure that it is simply the mind giving you a wrong perception of reality. 

How to subdue the mind?

We can subdue the mind by being calm and using our reason or intelligence to understand things. Sometimes we require help from outside since our mind may be too strong and may be overpowering our intelligence. We should not justify our mind’s demands, but rather look to remove its defects, so that it can act as our best friend.

How to become transcendental?  

We should be always using our spiritual intelligence to understand things. How does this happen?

1) Strict Sadhana

2) Reading the scriptures every day

3) Don’t react immediately to situations. Otherwise we will give in to our modes.

4) Chant and surrender to the Lord. You will then become calm and can think clearly.

5) See everyone as servants of Krishna. Everyone is trying to serve Krishna. The external covering is not the reality. You will be able to give up feelings of envy.

6) Try to develop your own relationship with Krishna, through doing everything in a service attitude to Guru and Krishna. This will completely satisfy you.

7) Be submissive to senior Vaishnavas. One can thus make rapid progress. See the Lord’s hand in everything. The Lord in His love to take you back personally orchestrates every occurring incident!

8) Don’t feel discouraged if you have faults. It requires greatness to admit one’s faults. Krishna can remove our weeds in no time at all. It just requires sincerity, humility and surrender on our part.

9) Try and try again. You will succeed at last!  We also have a powerful method: the chanting. So please put all your energies into chanting. We can never improve ourselves if our chanting is bad.

10) Be compassionate to others. Everyone is sailing in similar boats like you. Don’t judge them too harshly, give them allowances and help them if you can.

Role Play:  Ask two volunteers to enact a real life situation. An argument between two devotees, where one is quite insulting and what the other does to overcome his negative feelings.

Group discussion:  Divide them into groups of seven by asking them to call out the numbers and matching them according to the numbers.

Ask them to discuss:  List some real-life situations where our qualities as devotees are tested. 

How should we react to those situations?

How do we develop the strength to behave ideally in those situations?

Summing up: We have to develop love for one another. Only then we will be able to love Krishna. Try to overcome all negative feelings. Do not try to harbour any negative feelings.

Distribute copies of the material below to all the participants. You can read out a few excerpts from the passage for about 10 minutes before distributing it.

Etiquette within Relationships
1. The Vaishnava society is very meticulously structured, where the juniors always respect seniors and juniors always receive affection and blessings from the seniors.

2. The Vaishnava society is structured according to varnasrama, brahmana, kshatriya, vaishya and shudra; and sannyasa, vanaprastha, grihastha and brahmachari.

3. There are considerations of seniority according to initiation among Godbrothers. Devotees who have received initiation earlier are considered senior.

4. The Guru’s Godbrothers should be given the same respect as the guru.

5. Sannyasis should always be respected as the guru.

6. In a Vaishnava society everyone tries to become humble. The more advanced one is the more humble he becomes.

7. Sometimes senior Vaishnavas may offer respect to a junior Vaishnava due to his humility, but a junior Vaishnava should never think that he deserves that respect from all senior Vaishnavas. On the other hand, when a senior Vaishnava offers him respect then the junior Vaishnava should feel extremely embarrassed and repeatedly pray to Krishna that He receives the respect.

8. One should always remember that his business is to become more humble than a blade of grass, more tolerant than a tree, and desiring no respect for himself, he should offer all respect to others.

9. Transgression of Vaishnava etiquette will undoubtedly destroy one’s spiritual life.

10. Never take sides when there is a disagreement among senior Vaishnavas. Stay neutral because the quarrel among the Vaishnavas is a kind of pastime and beyond our understanding.

11. Disciple should always respect his guru as God.

12. Preachers should have compassion upon the innocent souls but avoid offenders.

Use of Titles

As a matter of etiquette one may note the following: The Spiritual Master is addressed as His Divine Grace, a Godbrother is addressed as His Grace, and any Sannyasi is addressed as His Holiness.

Quotes from Srila Prabhupada
Dealing with Godbrothers
Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Rayarama (January 30, 1967)

Definition of “Prabhu” according to Srila Prabhupada said: “You should not just use it mechanically; you should meaningfully apply it.”

It is alright to call one another “Prabhu” but one should not become a prabhu. The idea is to remain a servant and accept others as prabhu. Because somebody calls you “Prabhu” one should not become a prabhu and treat others as servants. In other words, every one should feel himself as a servant and not think himself a prabhu because he is being called one. This will make the relationship congenial.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Himavati (June 14, 1968)

A Practical definition of “Prabhu”: Ralph Waldo Emerson (who is quoted on the jacket cover of all English editions of Bhagavad-gita) said, “Every man I meet is my superior in some way, in that I learn from him.” To serve the Spritual Master means to serve his disciples as well. Serving your godbrothers is a very good practice. The Spiritual Master is never without his followers, so to serve the Spiritual Master also means to be the servant of his disciples. When you want to serve the king, you must also serve his minister, secretary and everyone who serves him. And to serve the servants may please one more than to serve the king personally.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Shivananda (January 23, 1969)

But, on the other hand: “Why Taittiriya should have a servant? Godbrothers are not meant for being servants. Without the Spiritual Master’s order, nobody can utilize the service of a Godbrother as one’s personal servant. We address each other as “Prabhu” so how can we engage our Godbrother as servant? Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu engaged Govinda dasa, who was His Godbrother, as His servant but it was only on the order of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s Spiritual Master.”

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Kirtanananda (November 23, 1974)

I understand that your Godbrothers are your younger dependent brothers. Kindly treat them as your younger dependent brothers and try to advance them in Krishna Consciousness as good as you can.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Janardana (January 21, 1968)

Please do your duty without any disruption of peaceful attitudes amongst yourselves. We are pushing our movement on the background of a peaceful atmosphere in the world and if we show a little disturbance in our own camp that will not be a very good example. Therefore, everyone should be forbearing, tolerant and cooperative.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Janaki (January 18, 1969)

But one thing is you must stop this fighting between brothers. Otherwise the whole programme will be spoiled. Yourself, Tamala Krishna, Brahmananda, Satsvarupa—you should do everything together. That is my request. Gradually, by Kåiñhëa’s Grace, we are expanding. So if amongst us there is friction, it will be very dangerous.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Gargamuni (September 8, 1969)

This is called Vaikuntha attitude. In the Vaikuntha, factually, there is no fault in anyone but there is another type of competition. The competition is that one devotee thinks of other devotees as how nicely they are serving the Lord. In the material world the attitude is that everyone likes to think that I am doing better than others. This is material conception. In the Spiritual Sky it is just the opposite; everyone thinks that my contemporary devotees are doing better than me. We are trained to address Godbrothers as Prabhu, which means Master. This means we shall always try to find out the serving side of our Godbrothers. Sometimes there are misgivings but we should try to overlook them.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Brahmananda (November 15, 1969)

It doesn’t matter as to what we are, gåihasthas or sannyasis; the point is to be paramahamsa, completely surrendered to Lord Krishna.
Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Upendra (January 21, 1968)

Brahmana, kshatriya, vaishya, shudra, brahmachari, grihastha, vanaprastha and sannyasa. These are all MATERIAL DESIGNATIONS but this Krishna Conscious movement is for becoming transcendental to these material designations and these boys, these foreigners, they are being taught in that light.

Lilamrita Volume 5 p. 21

Dealings amongst Gåihasthas

I am so glad to learn that your good wife is also helping you. That is the duty of a faithful companion of life. If the wife is helpful in the spiritual progress of life, she is the best friend and philosopher. So, in Krishna Consciousness, the wife is never a burden rather she is a complete counterpart. So set an example to your countrymen as to how the younger generation can live peacefully, husband and wife, while being engaged in Krishna’s service. There are many examples of this type of husband and wife working in our different centers for propagating this sublime message.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Vrindavana Chandra (September 8, 1969)

Dealing with One’s Guru

In regard to praying to Lord Nityananda Prabhu, I have written to you in my last letter that such prayer is quite appropriate. Our only prayer should be in the matter of desiring further development of devotional service and such sincere prayer should be submitted not directly to the Lord but through the via media of His bonafide servitor or representative. [Note: media is plural in number, not just one]

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Madhudviña (February 14, 1969)

I chastise you, because it is my duty. Disciple is related to discipline, so it is my duty to my disciples. Otherwise, I am not upset with anyone. I simply do this to discipline you because you are my disciples.

Lilamåita Volume 5 p. 43

“You may be afraid of your spiritual master, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t come and see him.” “I will drag you to come and see me.”

Lilamåita Volume 5 p. 196

Disciples should not try to instruct their Spiritual Master:
“Not knowing why Madhavendra Puri was crying, Ramacandra Puri tried to become his advisor. Thus he committed a great offense, for a disciple should never try to instruct his Spiritual Master.”

(Cc Antya 8.21 purport)

Disciples should not initiate while the spiritual master is present:
The first thing, I warn, Achyutananda, do not try to initiate. You are not in a proper position now to initiate anyone. Besides that, the etiquette is that so long the Spiritual Master is present; all prospective disciples should be brought to him. Therefore, if anyone is anxious to be initiated, he should first of all hear our philosophy and join chanting at least for three months and then if required I shall send chanting beads for him if you recommend.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Acyutananda (August 21, 1968)

Gurus should not transgress Vaishnava etiquette (and initiate their Godbrothers’ disciples in good standing):

I have received one letter from Hrshikesh that is very depressing. I understand that he has been induced by Bon Maharaja to be initiated by him for giving him shelter and this foolish boy has accepted his inducement. I have replied Hrshikesh’s letter in the following words: “My dear Hrsikesa… I am greatly surprised for Bon Maharaja’s initiating you, in spite of his knowing that you are already initiated by me. So it is a deliberate transgression of Vaishnava etiquettes and otherwise a deliberate insult to me. I do not know why he has done like this, but no Vaiñhëava will approve of this offensive action. ...I do not wish to discuss on this point elaborately now, but if you are desirous to know further about it, I shall be glad to give you more enlightenment...” If Hrshikesh writes you a letter, I think you may avoid reply. I do not approve of both Hrshikesh’s and Bon Maharaja’s this offensive action.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Mukunda (March 26, 1968)

Seniors, Juniors, and Equals

guëädhikän mudaà lipsed

anukroçaà guëädhamät

maitréà samänäd anvicchen

na täpair abhibhüyate

guëa-adhikät—one who is more qualified; mudam—pleasure; lipset—one should feel; anukroçam—compassion; guëa-adhamät—one who is less qualified; maitrém—friendship; samänät—with an equal; anvicchet—one should desire; na—not; täpaiù—by tribulation; abhibhüyate—becomes affected.
Every man should act like this: when he meets a person more qualified than himself, he should be very pleased; when he meets someone less qualified than himself, he should be compassionate towards him; and when he meets someone equal to himself, he should make friendship with him. In this way one is never affected by the threefold miseries of this material world.

SB 4.8.34 Narada Muni to Dhruva Maharaja

Purport: Generally when we find someone more qualified than ourselves, we become envious of him; when we find someone less qualified, we deride him; and when we find someone equal we become very proud of our activities. These are the causes of all material tribulations. The great sage Narada, therefore, advised that a devotee should act perfectly. Instead of being envious of a more qualified man, one should be jolly to receive him. Instead of being oppressive to a less qualified man, one should be compassionate towards him just to raise him to the proper standard. And when one meets an equal, instead of being proud of one’s own activities before him, one should treat him as a friend. One should also have compassion for the people in general, who are suffering due to forgetfulness of Krishna. These important functions will make one happy within this material world.

Surpassing a Superior Personality (maryädä-vyatikrama)

To be well versed in the transcendental science necessitates awareness of the techniques of spiritual science. Uddhava, being well aware of all these technicalities of transcendental science advised Vidura to approach Maitreya Åñi to receive transcendental knowledge. Vidura wanted to accept Uddhava as his Spiritual Master, but Uddhava did not accept the post because Vidura was as old as Uddhava’s father and therefore Uddhava could not accept him as his disciple, especially when Maitreya was present nearby. The rule is that in the presence of a higher personality one should not be very eager to impart instructions, even if one is competent and well versed. So Uddhava decided to send an elderly person like Vidura to Maitreya, another elderly person.

Since both Maitreya and Vidura were directly instructed by the Lord, both had the authority to become the Spiritual Master of Vidura or anyone else, but Maitreya, being elderly had the first claim to becoming the Spiritual Master, especially for Vidura, who was much older than Uddhava. One should not be eager to become a Spiritual Master cheaply for the sake of profit and fame but should become a Spiritual Master for the service of the Lord. The Lord never tolerates the impertinence of maryada-vyatikrama. One should never pass over the honour due to an elderly Spiritual Master in the interests of one’s own personal gain and fame. Impertinence… is very risky for spiritual realization.

(SB 3.4.26 Purport)

Respect for Sannyasis
All should offer due respect to a sannyasi. His position is always superior to all other inmates of the temple. He must always maintain that superior position by action and behaviour.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Sudama (July 29, 1972)

One thing you may note as a matter of etiquette: The Spiritual Master is addressed as “His Divine Grace”, a Godbrother as “His Grace”, and any sannyasi is addressed as “His Holiness.”

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Rayarama (January 1, 1967)

I understand that your Godbrothers are your younger dependent brothers. Kindly treat them as your younger dependent brothers and try to advance them in Krishna consciousness as good as you can.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Janardana (January 21, 1968)

Regarding your second question about greeting karmis; if a karmi is a friend, you just greet him Hare Krishna and with folded hands touch your forehead. If the karmi is a superior relative, then chant Hare Krishna and bow down to him on the ground. That should be the etiquette in our society transactions.

SP letter to Arundhati (June 16, 1969)

If you have any specific grievance, please let me know but don’t be disturbed by any sort of disagreement with your Godbrothers and Godsisters. Each and every living entity is an individual soul and as such disagreement is quite possible in our dealings with one another. But we have to consider the central point of interest. You are both very intelligent and sober girls and I have got good estimation of you; do not take at any time an attitude of non-cooperation because you have not agreed with another’s point of view.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Yamuna Devi and Harsarani Devi (January 15, 1968)

[As superiors]

We should not accept unnecessary favors for sense gratification.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Brahmananda (February 20, 1968)

Treating Women as Mothers

In distributing love of Godhead, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates did not consider who was a fit candidate and who was not, nor where such distribution should or should not take place. They made no conditions.

Cc. Adi-lila 7.23

1. In essence, duality means that we forget that we are part and parcel of Krishna. We want to enjoy separately from Him, we want to play the controller. This controlling tendency culminates in sex desire.

2. Man/woman concept is synonymous with material consciousness.

3. Becoming Krishna Conscious means rising above duality. We have to become fixed in the consciousness that all are part and parcel of Krishna and for His pleasure—not ours.

4. A devotee’s foremost duty is to transcend sex desire.

5. This takes philosophical awareness, constant practice and perseverance. (Aversion is not the solution. Attachment and aversion are two sides of the same coin.)

6. Srila Prabhupada in the compassionate mood of the Pancatattva has opened the treasure house of bhakti to all classes of men and women.

7. This offers us intense and unlimited opportunity to transcend material attachment and aversion and develop transcendental realization in Krishna.

8. The word “mother” generates a mood of respect and sobriety.

9. When we advise that women should be seen as mothers, we mean that our dealings with women should be reserved and respectful.

10. Such conduct will minimize offensive mentality and dealings with other living entities.

11. Women should behave as mothers.

12. In the practice of Krishna Consciousness segregation of the sexes is essential.

Quotes from Srila Prabhupada
Regarding the disturbance made by the women devotees; they are also living entities. They also came to Krishna. So consciously I cannot deny them. Our male members, the brahmacharis and sannyasis, if they become steady in Krishna Consciousness, there is no problem. It is the duty of the male members to be very steady and cautious. This can be done by regular chanting like Haridas Thakur did.

SP letter to Gargamuni (September 29, 1975)

Protect the women (Don’t Exploit Them)

Please guide our innocent Godsisters who have come to our shelter. Girls are more susceptible to the finer attachments of Maya. Boys are a little stronger. Mrinalini, Jadurani and all other girls who are so qualified, good-looking, intelligent, educated, and seriously engaged in Krishna Consciousness should always be given protection from the attachments of Maya.

SP letter to Rayarama (October 4, 1967)

Maya’s most attractive feature is women and money. We, Krishna Conscious men, have to deal with women and money in the course of our preaching work and the only prophylactic measure to save us is not to accept them for our sense gratification. Then we shall remain strong enough. Materialistic people take everything for sense gratification and Krishna Conscious people take everything for Krishna’s satisfaction. There is no fault in the thing as it is; namely women and money, but it becomes faulty by improper use. The improper use is to accept them for sense gratification.

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Gargamuni (October 18, 1969)

“Who has introduced these things, that women cannot have chanting japa in the temple, they cannot perform the arati and so many things? If they become agitated, then let the brahmacharis go to the forest. I have never introduced these things. The brahmacharis cannot remain in the presence of women in the temple, then they may go to the forest, not remaining in New York City, because in New York there are so many women, so how they can avoid seeing? BEST THING IS TO GO TO THE FOREST for not seeing any women, IF THEY BECOME SO EASILY AGITATED, but then no one will either see them and HOW OUR PREACHING WORK WILL GO ON?”

Srila Prabhupada’s letter to Ekayani (December 3, 1972)

Vaiñhëava Aparadhas

“In Krishna Consciousness every man is so important because all of the activities of a devotee of Lord Krishna is beneficial to all living entities.”

SP letter to Shivananda (June 15, 1969)

